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Bhagat Naik mixing
medicines - Bishnu

Plant used to cure
stomach ailments - Bishnu

The watershed plus approach

followed by WORLP sets it apart

from the other watershed projects

in the state, which are limited to

purely technical interventions.

WORLP is expanding its activities

into the districts of Kalahandi and

Bargarh. Since the primary focus

of the project is the eradication of

poverty, it has to ensure that the

poor and marginalised in these

districts are adequately covered.

Hence the first and most important

task is to select those watersheds

which will enable WORLP to fulfil

its objective.

The Project Directors (DRDA) have

compiled a list of potential

watersheds in six blocks of

Kalahandi district and four blocks

of Bargarh. The task now is to carry

out a rigorous screening process,

using WORLP’s detailed criteria for

watershed selection. Since this is a

critical activity, it has been decided

to document the process of

selection as it happens. This will

ensure that the process is not lost

in time and will act as a guide for

watershed selection processes

elsewhere in the state.

accessible and cheap, WORLP has been promoting
their use. Bhagat Naik has been a good resource
for WORLP, collecting medicinal plants, setting up
nurseries and processing the plants.

At the same time, WORLP is also trying to provide
villagers with access to the health services of the
government and has organised health check-ups
and camps for them. The challenge before the project
is to successfully integrate good practitioners of
alternative and traditional medicine with the
modern health services of government.

Old remedies or new?

Bhagat Naik is unhappy. He feels threatened.
For years, the villagers of Telenpali village in
Khaprakol block have consulted him for various
ailments, including heart and respiratory problems.
But today there are new government health centres
which give the villagers injections and allopathic
medicine. Bhagat Naik feels that they are wooing
away his clientele and his income has dropped.

This 55 year-old landless man learnt about medicinal
plants from his father. Since herbal medicines are

A low-cost onion storage godown - Bishnu
Meenabati’s onion storage godown - CPSW

Meenabati - G K Manik

jeebika

Low cost - high returns

Meenabati Bag of Tukulapada village and her husband used
to earn their livelihood by working as wage labourers during
the agricultural season and migrating to work in the brick
kilns in the lean season. They have very little land and five
children - two married daughters, and two sons and a
daughter who are still in school.

The Council for Professional Social Workers (CPSW), which is
the Project Implementing Agency tells us how, with a little
money and some help, Meenabati has been able to make a
little go a long way.

Meenabati is an active member of Maa Brundabati SHG.
CPSW encouraged her to start cultivating onions. They gave
her 3 kg of N-53 (red variety) of onion seeds, which she
cultivated on one acre of land.  In 2003, CPSW helped her to
build a low-cost onion storage godown. This godown, which
is 16ft x 14ft x 10ft might be unconventional in design but
is technically sound. The design has been promoted by the
National Horticulture Board. The structure is built in an east-
west direction to allow for better movement of air. The cost
of the godown is Rs. 10,000 but if local materials are
contributed by farmers, the actual cost comes down to about
Rs. 7,000. The annual maintenance cost of the structure is
expected to be about Rs. 500.

That year, Meenabati harvested about 67.5 quintals of onion.
She stored 22 quintals, which is the maximum capacity of the
godown. She had to sell the remaining 45 quintals in the local
market at Rs. 200 per quintal i.e. Rs. 2 per kg.

Meenabati waited for the supply of fresh onions in the market
to stop, before bringing out the onions she had stored in her
godown. She sorted through the onions in the godown twice
every month to remove the rotting ones and to minimise
further rotting. The fresh onions stopped arriving in the
market after June and Meenabati decided to sell her stored
onions in late August. A trader from Lathor bought them
from her premises at Rs. 7 per kg.

In four months Meenabati had managed to make a marginal
profit of Rs. 5 per kg. Allowing for moisture loss and the loss
of about two thousand onions due to rotting, she had still
earned an additional Rs. 10,000. A simple low-cost technology
resulted in significant value addition and retention for this
small farmer.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


